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MAPS33503/SOCI30319/GNSE33505/23505 
Ethnographic Approaches to Gender and Sexuality 

M-W 4:30-5:50PM 
Wieboldt 111 

 
Instructor: Cate Fugazzola 
Office: 5736 S. Woodlawn Ave, #301 
Office Hours: [link] 
Email: [email] 
 
 
Course Description  
This methods course aims to prepare graduate students and advanced 
undergraduates for ethnographic research on topics focused on gender and 
sexuality. We will read articles and books showcasing ethnographic methodologies, 
and we will discuss benefits and limitations of various research designs. Class 
debates will cover epistemological, ethical, and practical matters in ethnographic 
research. We will discuss issues of positionality, self-reflexivity, and power. 
Students will be required to formulate a preliminary research question at the 
beginning of the course, and will conduct a few weeks of ethnographic research in 
a field site of their choosing. Each week students will produce field notes to be 
exchanged and discussed in class, and as a final project they will be asked to 
produce a research proposal or a short paper based on their observations.  

 
Course Requirements  
Class Participation 25% 
Weekly Assignments (5% each) 45% 
Final Assignment 30% 
Total 100% 

 
 
Class Participation: I expect you all to show up to class, and to actively 
participate in discussions. To do so effectively, read all of the weekly assigned 
material BEFORE the class meets. There are no readings assigned for our 
Monday meetings: on these days, come to class having read ALL of your 
classmates’ Canvas submissions. Be prepared to offer comments and to discuss 
your peers’ work.    
 
Weekly Assignments: This is a hands-on methodological course. Each 
Wednesday we will read and discuss ethnographic works and methodologies, and 
each weekend you will engage in various ethnographic exercises designed to put 
into practice what we discussed in class. You will complete your weekend 
assignments between Wednesday and Sunday, and post your fieldnotes and 
memos on Canvas (no doc/pdf attachments please) by 10pm on Sunday. On 
Monday, our classroom discussion will revolve around your experiences in the 
field.  
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Final Assignment: Your final assignment is due via email on Monday of Week 
11 (March 16). You have two options: you can either submit a 10-12 pages research 
proposal for an ethnographic study that you plan to conduct in the future, or a 10-
15 pages paper based on the ethnographic observations you conducted during the 
quarter. I will distribute more detailed instructions on the final assignment in 
Week 7.   

 
Classroom Policies: My goal is for all students to feel included in the course. I 
am readily accessible via email and office hours to address any concerns that may 
arise. In order to be successful in this course, it’s important to take care of 
yourself, including your mental and physical health. If you are encountering any 
challenges, please come see me sooner rather than later so I can help you identify 
appropriate resources available to you. Please also be aware that some issues 
discussed in this course may present personal “triggers.” If you need more 
guidance about the content of course materials in advance, please let me know 
and I will be happy to provide it. I am committed to meeting the needs of all my 
students. If you need any class-related accommodations, please visit: 
http://disabilities.uchicago.edu/contacts/index.shtml 
 
Assignment Policies:  
• Any suspected academic dishonesty in the form of cheating and/or plagiarism 

will be reported to the Dean of Students office. The University’s policy on 
academic integrity can be found here: 
https://college.uchicago.edu/advising/academic-integrity-student-conduct  

• Late assignments will be penalized one third of a letter grade per day, and will 
not be accepted after 7 days. I will grant paper extensions in the case of an 
emergency - please notify me so I can make reasonable accommodations to 
ensure your inclusion and success in the course.  

• Formatting: final assignments must be double spaced, standard 12-point font, 
with 1-inch margins.  

• Incompletes and Withdraws: Under university rules, an incomplete is only 
available if you have completed at least 2/3 of the course assignments. If you 
are seeking an incomplete, please be in touch with your advisor and myself as 
early as possible. I will support a student’s request to withdraw from the 
course at any time. 

• Class notes: I will not provide notes on class material for missed classes. It is 
your responsibility to locate notes from one of your classmates.  

 
 

Course Books 
No books are required for this course, but I recommend buying Emerson et al. 
2011. Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes. Chicago: The University of Chicago Press.  
 
Course Readings 
Please read all of the readings for each class period in the order listed. All readings 
are available on Canvas under “Modules.”  
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Week One  
 
(Mon 1/6): Introduction – no readings.  
   

Getting Started: Gender and Sexuality in Ethnographic Fieldwork 
(Wed 1/8): Warren, Carol A., and Jennifer K. Hackney. 2000. Gender Issues in 

Ethnography, 2nd ed. Thousand Oaks, CA: SAGE Publications. Part 1 
and 2, “Gender in Social Life and Social Science” and “Gender and 
Fieldwork Relationships.” 1-34. 

 

Rooke, Alison. 2010. “Queer in the Field: On Emotions, Temporality, 
and Performativity in Ethnography.” In Queer Methods and 
Methodologies: Intersecting Queer Theories and Social Science 
Research: 25-39.  
 

Hanson, Rebecca, and Patricia Richards. 2019. Harassed: Gender, 
Bodies, and Ethnographic Research. University of California Press. 
Chapter One: “Ethnographic Fixations.” 25-52. 

 
Weekend activity:  1: Write a few paragraphs (one page max) sketching the 

project you plan to develop during this course. Include your 
proposed (or actual) field site and the question(s) you are 
interested in exploring.  

  2: Find a journal article that covers a topic related to your 
proposed research project, and that employs ethnographic 
methods. Post one page (single spaced) reflecting on the 
paper’s engagement with ethnography.   

 
 
Week Two  
 
(Mon 1/13)  In-class discussion of weekend activity. 
 

Observation and Fieldnotes 
(Wed 1/15)   Lofland, John, and Lyn H. Lofland. 1995. Analyzing Social Settings: 

A Guide to Qualitative Observation and Analysis. 3rd edition. 
Chapter 1, “Starting Where You Are,” and Chapter 2, “Evaluating 
Data Sites.” 9-30. 

 

Emerson et al. 2011. Writing Ethnographic Fieldnotes. Chicago, 
University of Chicago Press: Chapter 1, “Fieldnotes in Ethnographic 
Research” and Chapter 2, “In the Field: Participating, Observing, and 
Jotting Notes.” 1-43.   

 Glaser, Barney G., and Anselm L. Strauss. 1967. The Discovery of 
Grounded Theory: Strategies for Qualitative Research. Chapters 1 
and 2: 1-35.  
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Weekend activity:  Sit in a café in a neighborhood other than Hyde Park for at 
least one hour, and write fieldnotes of your observations.  

 
 
Week Three 
 
(Mon 1/20)  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day – NO CLASS 
 

Working with Language 
(Wed 1/22) First 30 min: in-class discussion of weekend activity 

Pascoe, C.J. 2011. Chapters 3 and 4 in Dude, You’re a Fag: 
Masculinity and Sexuality in High School. University of California 
Press. Available online through the UChicago library.  

 Gaudio, Rudolf P. 2018. “Talk About Intimate Subjects: Ethnographic 
Approaches to Language, Gender, and Sexuality.” The Oxford 
Handbook of Language and Sexuality.  

 Engebretsen, Elisabeth L. 2014. “A Special Self: New Sexual 
Subjectivities.” in Queer Women in Urban China: An Ethnography. 
New York: Routledge. 31-56.  

 
Weekend activity:  Find one or more friends who are sports fans, and go to a 

sports bar on a game night (under-21 alternative: go see a 
game in a public space. Intramurals count.). If possible, pick a 
sport you don’t usually follow. Take notes on what your friends 
and other fans say during the game, the language they use, the 
comments they make. Talk to your friends about their identity 
as fans. Share your notes and a one-page reflection on the 
experience.  

 
 
Week Four 
 
(Mon 1/27) In-class discussion of weekend activity.  

 
Positionality and Vulnerability 

(Wed 1/29) Bucerius, Sandra Meike. 2013. “Becoming a “Trusted Outsider”: 
Gender, Ethnicity, and Inequality in Ethnographic Research.” 
Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 42(6): 690-721.   

 

Hammer, Gill. 2013. “ ’This is the Anthropologist, and She is Sighted’: 
Ethnographic Research with Blind Women.” Disability Studies 
Quarterly 33(2): 4.  
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Fetner, Tina, and Melanie Heath. 2018. “Studying the “Right” Can 
Feel Wrong: Reflections on Researching Anti-LGBT Movements.” In 
Other, Please Specify: Queer Methods in Sociology. 140-153.  
 

Meadow, Tey. 2018. “The Mess: Vulnerability as Ethnographic 
Practice.” In Other, Please Specify: Queer Methods in Sociology. 154-
166. 

 
Weekend activity:  Conduct observations in a place where you feel mildly 

uncomfortable (you know your own limits: please don’t put 
yourselves in dangerous or triggering situations). Write a 1-2 
page memo on how you felt during your observations, and how 
this affected what you wrote in your notes and the questions 
you asked. 

 
 
Week Five  
 
(Mon 2/3)  In-class discussion of weekend activity. 

 
Feminist Ethnography 

(Wed 2/5) Avishai, Orit, Lyanne Gerber, and Jennifer Randles. 2013. “The 
Feminist Ethnographer’s Dilemma: Reconciling Progressive Research 
Agendas with Fieldwork Realities.” Journal of Contemporary 
Ethnography 42(4): 394-426.  
Naples, Nancy A. 2013. “Whose Feminism? Whose Dilemma? 
Comments on ‘The Feminist Ethnographer’s Dilemma’.” Journal of 
Contemporary Ethnography 42(4): 427-438. 
Ezzell, Matthew. 2013. “Getting the Story Right: A Response to ‘The 
Feminist Ethnographer’s Dilemma’.” Journal of Contemporary 
Ethnography 42(4): 439-450.  
McQueeney, Krista. 2013. “Doing Ethnography in a Sexist World: A 
Response to ‘The Feminist Ethnographer’s Dilemma’.” Journal of 
Contemporary Ethnography 42(4): 451-459. 
Avishai, Orit, Lyanne Gerber, and Jennifer Randles. 2013. “Toward a 
Feminist Ethnography of Feminist Ethnography: A Response.” 
Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 42(4): 501-520.  

 
Weekend activity:  Revisit one of the field sites in which you conducted 

observations in the previous weeks. Before going back, read 
your notes and your Canvas reflection for that week and 
critically analyze your positionality. This second time in the 
field, purposefully exercise institutional and personal 
reflexivity. Write a memo on the experience.  
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Week Six  
 
(Mon 2/10)  In-class discussion of weekend activity. 
 

Access and Ethics (part 1) 
(Wed 2/12) Moore, Mignon. 2011. “Appendix A: A Roadmap for the Study of 

Marginalized and Invisible Populations.” In Invisible Families: Gay 
Identities, Relationships, and Motherhood among Black Women. 
Berkeley: University of California Press.   

 Festinger, Leon, et al. 1956. When Prophecy Fails. New York: Harper 
Torch Books. “Methodological Appendix.” 234-249. 

 Kanuha, Valli. 2000. “Being native versus going native.” Social Work 
45(5); 439-447. 

 
Weekend activity:  Try to gain access to your proposed field site and/or research 

subjects. Write a one-page memo detailing your planned 
strategy, and a one-page reflection after your first attempt. If 
you are already in your field site, write a two-page memo 
reflecting on the process through which you gained access. 

 
 
Week Seven  
 
 (Mon 2/17)  In-class discussion of weekend activity. 
 

Access and Ethics (part 2) 
(Wed 2/19) Humphreys, Laud. 1975. Tearoom Trade. New York: Aldine de 

Gruyer. “Postscript.” 167-174.  
 

Fine, Gary Alan. 1993. “Ten Lies of Ethnography: Moral Dilemmas in 
Field Research.” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 22(3): 267-
294. 
 

Goffman, Alice. 2014. “Appendix: A Methodological Note.” On the 
Run: Fugitive Life in an American City. Chicago, University of 
Chicago Press. 211-261. 
 

Small, Mario L. 2015. “De-Exoticizing Ghetto Poverty: On the Ethics 
of Representation in Urban Ethnography.” City and Community 
14(4): 352-358. 
 

 
Weekend activity:  Familiarize yourself with the IRB website and form. Write the 

answers to Section 6 (“Research Purpose and Techniques”) 
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and Section 11 (“Risk Assessment”). If you have already 
submitted your IRB protocol and are currently in the field, 
write a two-page memo on ethical/moral challenges you have 
encountered or considered.  

 
 
Week Eight  
 
(Mon 2/24): In-class discussion of weekend activity. 
 
(Wed 2/26): NO CLASS. Take a day to relax. Do something fun. 
 
Weekend activity:  Conduct observations in your field site. Use your observations 

to refine your research question. Post a memo detailing the 
process (and post your updated research question).  

 
 
Week Nine  
 
(Mon 3/2): In-class discussion of weekend activity. 

 
(Wed 3/4): Wrap-up, concluding discussion, bonus time. Read all pieces linked 

here: https://contexts.org/blog/how-to-do-ethnography-right/   
 
Weekend activity:  Continue observations in your field site. Prepare a draft of 

your final assignment, to be workshopped in Week 10.  
 
 
Week Ten  
 
 (Mon 3/9) In-class activity: peer review of proposals/final papers.  
 
(Wed 3/11) No class on Wednesday, we will meet on Thursday (see below) 
 
(Thu 3/12) Attend the Ethnography Incubator Panel, Social Science Research 

Building 122, 5-7pm.  
 

** Final assignment due via email by 5PM on Monday, March 16** 


